corresponding arc, the radius of the arc being the distance between the centers of holes 84 of 
clevis 82 and pin [62] 56 of blade B. 


Tn the Claims : 

Please cancel claims 32, 38-44 and 46 without prejudice. 

. Please amend claims 11, 12, 22, 23, 25, 28, 30, 31, 34, 35, 45, and 48 as follows: 
1 1 . (Amended) A folding knife, comprising: 

a handle defining a blade cavity and a first end; 

a blade having a first end and a second end opposite said first end; said first end of 
said blade having a blade pivot connected to said first end of said handle for pivotal 
movement of said blade about said blade pivot between an extended position wherein the 
blade is outside of said blade cavity and a retracted position wherein the blade is 

substantially within said blade cavity; 

a [spring] longitudinally extending plunger carried in said blade cavity and having a 
first end and a second end wherein said second end is opposite said first end; 

a pivoting sleeve provided in said handle, said sleeve receiving and longitudinally 
slidably carrying said first end of said plunger for longitudinal movement of said plunger 
relative to said sleeve as said blade moves between said retracted and extended positions; and 

said second end of said plunger being pivotally connected to said first end of said 
blade for orbital movement about said blade pivot as said blade moves between said retracted 
and extended positions. 
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12. (Amended) A folding knife, comprising: 
a handle defining a blade cavity and a first end: 

a blade having a first end and a second end opposite said firs t end: said first end of 
said blade having a blade pivot connected to said first end of s aid handle for pivotal 
movement of said blade about said blade pivot between an extended position wherein the 
blade is outside of said blade cavity and a retracted pos ition wherein the blade is 
substantially within said blade cavitv: and 

a longitudinally extending compressible plunger adap ted to assist with moving the 
blade between the retracted position and the extended position, or vic e versa, the plunger 
having: 

a first end slidablv connected to said handle for longitudinal movement of said 
plunger relative to said handle as said blade moves betwee n said retracted and 

extended positions: and 

a second end opposite said first end, said second end of s aid plunger pivotally 
connected to said first end of said blade for orbital movement a bout said blade pivot 
as said blade moves between said retracted and extended positions. 

22. (Amended) A knife as defined in claim 21. wherein the coil s pring encircles 
said plunger. 
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23. (Amended) A folding kni fe, comprising: 
a handle defining a blade cav ity and a first end; 

a blade having a first end and a second end opposite said first end; said first end of 
said blade having a blade pivot connected to said fir st end of said handle for pivotal 
movement of said blade about said blade pivot between an extended position wherein the 
blade is outside of said blade cavity an d a retracted position wherein the blade is 

substantially within said blade cavity; and 

a plnn per including a spring, the plunger pivota llv connected to the blade, the sprinj 
ada pted to exert a pivoting force upon the b l ade in response to the spring being deformed, the 
s pring being maximally deformed when the blade is pivot ed to an intermediate point between 
the extended position and retracted position, t hereby causing the spring to assist opening of 
the blade when the blade is pivoted from the retracted position toward the extended position 
bevond the intermediate point. 


25. (Amended) A knife as defined in claim 23. further comprising a safety 
member connected to said handle for movement between a locking position and an unlockinj 
position: said safety member defining an engagement portion projecting into a path of 
movement of said plunger when said safety member i s in said locking position for contactin) 
and restraining movement of said plunger when said b lade is in said extended position, to 
thereby lock said blade in said exte nded position. 
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28. (Amended) A knife as defined in claim 23. wherein an end of said plung er 
includes a clevis having a pin pivotallv connected to said first end of said blade. 


30. (Amended) A folding knife comprising: 


a handle; 


a hlade pivoted, on said handle for moveme nt between stowed and deployed 

conditions relative to the handle: and 

a plum per including an elongate, force-transmitti ng biasing spring, where the plunger 
is o perativelv cou pled with the hlade for orbital movement o f a p o rtion o f the plunger about 
the hlade and the spring is operativelv interposed said handle and said blade, where said 


spnni 


pvhihitg both a rise and a fall in the biasing force carried through the spring when the 


blade is moved from one of the stowed condition and the deployed condition to the other of 
the stowed condition and the deployed condition. 


Cancel claim 32. 


3 1 . (Amended) The knife of claim 30. wherein the me ntioned rise and fall in 
hiding force occur such that the rise in the biasing force occurs before the fall in the biasin; 


force. 
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34. (Amended) A folding kn ife comprising: 
a handle: 

a blade pivoted on said handle for movement hetween stowed and deployed 

conditions relative to th e handle: and 

an ftlon pate. force-transmitting biasin g s pring having an effective length, the spring 
o peratives attached to said blade, where said s pring is adapted to exhibit both an increase 
and a decrease in the effective length of the spring, with movement of said blade generally 
from one of the stowed condition and the deployed condit ion toward the other condition. 

35. (Amended) The knife of claim 34. wherein the increase in the ef fective 
length occurs before the decrease i n effective length. 


Cancel claim 38. 
Cancel claim 39. 
Cancel claim 40. 
Cancel claim 4 1 . 
Cancel claim 42. 
Cancel claim 43 . 
Cancel claim 44. 
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45. (Amended) A knife comprising: 
a handle; 

a blade pivotallv held in the handle to move abo ut a blade pivot point, such that the 
blade moves between a stowed position and a d eployed position; and 

a plun der including a spring, where the plung er is coupled to the blade such that a 
portion of the plunger remains a fixed distance from the blade pivot point , and where the 
spring operates on the blade to maintain the blade in the stowed position when the blade is 
moved to the stowed position, and operates on the blade to urge the b lade toward the 
de ployed position when the blade is moved bv an out side force from the stowed position at 
least partially toward th e deployed position. 


Cancel claim 46. 


48. (Amended) A knife comprising; 
a handle; 

a spring movablv held in the handle; and 

a blade pivotallv held in the handle bv a pin, the blade piv otal between a stowed 

position and a deployed position, 

wherein the spring is operativelv connected to the blade a t a point that moves with the 
blade as the blade moves from the stowed position to the deployed position, and wherein the 



least approximately in line with the pin when the blade is in at least one position as it moves 
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